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Council  House, 
Halesowen. 


o the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 

Halesowen. 


.Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Harrison  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the  health  of  the 
Borough  of  Halesowen  for  the  year  1943* 

In  my  opinion,  the  health  of  the  district  continues 
to  be  satisfactory. 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
support,  to  Mr.  Lea  and  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Department,  and  to  my  clerk  Miss  Duggan,  for  their  help. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  L.  CORLETT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


T/jls  Area  of  the  Borough,  is  5,247  acros.  The 
populatior  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1943  waa  230  less  than,  the 
corresponding  estimate  last  year.  No  other  information  will 
be  given  here  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Ministry- 


of  Health. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE 

YEAR. 

Births. 

(a)  Live  Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Legitimate. . . . 

333 

694 

Illegitimate. . 

11 

7 

18 

372, 

340. 

712. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population..  19*29. 


Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 16.5. 

(b)  Still  Births. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Legitimate 9 10  19 

Illegitimate  * .... . - - - 

9.  10.  19* 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births.... 19*81' • 

De  nt.hs  . 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

178.  194.  372. 

bh  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population..  10*08. 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 12.1 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes, 

ho  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year  from 
puerpera]  causes. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Tear  of  Age. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Legitimate 12.  1 6.  28. 

Illegitimate.. - - - 

12.  16.  28. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Tear  of  Age:- 

All  infants  per  1,000  Live  Births . . 39*32 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  Live  Births...  40.34 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  Live  Births  - 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  49  per 
1,000  Live  Births. 


Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

Causes  of  Death.  Total  Deaths.  Under  1 

Month. 


Prematurity 7 

Congenital  Abnormalities..... 3 

Intracranial  haemorrhage.... 1 

Icterus  Gravis  Neonatorum... 1 

Marasmus 2 

Pinlc  Disease. 1 

Whooping  Cough 1 

Bronchitis 3 

Broncho  pneumonia. 2 

Pneumococcal  meningitis 1 

Meningitis.... , ....  1 

Miliary  Tuberculosis 1 

o-stro  Enteritis.... R 

Violence  and  other  causes 2 


28. 

Deaths  from  Measles , ( all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough, (all  ages^...  2 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea, (under  2 years)...  1 


6 

2 

1 

1 

1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Male. 


1 . 
2. 

3. 

4. 
5- 
6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11 . 
1 2. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21 . 
22. 
23- 
24. 
25- 
26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 


33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  Dovers 

Cerehro- spinal  fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

Who  op i ng  Gough . 

Diphtheria ... 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. . 

Syphilitic  diseases. 

Influenza 

Measles. . ...  . 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polioencephalitis 
Acute  infectious  encephalitis  ...  ...  ... 
Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (m) 

Cancer  of  Uterus  (F) ...  ... 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Cancer  of  breast.  ...  ...  ... 

Cancer  on  all  other  sites  ...  

Diabetes 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  

Heart  Disease  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System. 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  respiratory  diseases...  ...  

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  ...  

Appendicitis.  ...  . . 

Other  digestive  diseases.  

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis 

Other  maternal  causes 

Premature  birth . 

Congenital  malformations , birth  injuries,, 

and  infantile  diseases . . 

Suicide 

Road  Traffic  accidents ...  ...  ... 

Other  violent  causes 

All  other  causes 


1 

1 

2 

8 

1 

3 

6 


4 

1 

20 

15 

38 

3 

26 

5 

4 
4 


6 

4 


5 

5 

2 

3 

12 


179. 


Female. 


1 

7 

1 

2 

2 


3 

6 

18 

3 

22 

47 

6 

14 

14 

3 
1 
1 
2 

4 

5 


2 

7 

1 

2 

20 


194. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

The  Maternity  and.  Child  Welfare  Service  remains  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Council,  and  close 
collaboration  is  maintained  with  the  County  Council's 
officers. 

Son.-.-  ii’y  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Schools  - Trie  conditions  are  satisfactory. 

Housing  - Particulars  of  work  carried  out  in  respect 
of  housing 

1 . Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year. 

(l ) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health 


or  Housing  Acts)  145 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that 

purpo  se  364 


(2)  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 
service  of  formal  notice 

Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  35 

(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:- 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9?  10  and  1 6 of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

No  action  taken  during  the  year. 

B.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

(1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  25 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 


formal  notices 

(a)  By  Owners  23 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners Nil 
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0,  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(l  ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  .....  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ....  .Nil 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  PART  4 - OVERCROWDING . 

In  the  absence  of  building  operations  there  is  an  acute 
shortage  of  houses.  A considerable  amount  of  overcrowding 
exists  which  cannot  be  alleviated  until  substantial  numbers 
of  new  houses  have  been  erected. 

RENT  RESTRICTIONS  ACTS. 

No  complaints  of  excessive  rents  were  made  to  the 
Authority  during  the  year,  nor  were  there  any  applications 
for  certificates  of  unfitness. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

A.  Milk  Supply. 


Number  of  producers  with  premises  in  the  Borough ^ 

Number  of  producer-retailers  in  the  Borough  ^3 

Number  of  retail  dairymen  with  premises  in  the 

Borough 12 

Total  number  of  dairymen  (including  producers) 

supplying  milk  in  the  Borough 56 

Number  of  producers  licensed  for  tuberculin  tested  milk 

Number  of  producers  licensed  for  accredited  milk  1 

Number  of  supplementary  licences  for  accredited  milk  . . 1 

Number  of  licences  for  production  of  pasteurised  milk  . 1 

Number  of  supplementary  licences  for  pasteurised  milk  . 2 


Approximate  percentage  of  types  of  milk  sold  in  the  Borough 


(a)  Heat-treated  74% 

(b)  Raw,  ungraded  19% 

(c)  Tuberculin  tested 4% 

(d)  Accredited  3% 
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The  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the  farms  and  dairies  was, 
on  the  7/hole,  good,,  Advice  is  continuously  given  to  milk 
producers  and  dairymen,  and  every  assistance  is  given  to  them 
to  ensure  the  production  and  sale  of  a good  quality  product. 

The  neo:::  :-ity  for,  and  the  advantages  of,  scrupulous  cleanliness 
in  da_  v :ng  practice  is  stressed  at  every  opportunity. 

Propaganda,  in  the  direction  of  the  necessity  for  steam 
steri ion  is  slowly  bearing  fruit,  and  it  is  pleasing  to 
recor  . progress  in  this  connection. 

The  only  pasteurising  plant  in  the  district  was  inspected 
frequently,  and  was  always  found  to  be  in  excellent  condition 
and  well  managed.  The  results  of  examinations  of  milk  samples 
from  the  plant  are  consistently  good. 

The  milk  supply  to  the  schools  was  sampled  from  time  to 
time,  and  every  sample  was  satisfactory.  Frequent  complaints 
were  made  that  the  supplies  of  straws  for  drinking  were 
inadequate.  Strong  representations  were  made  to  the  suppliers  and, 
as  a result,  conditions  materially  improved. 

B.  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  only  animals  slaughtered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year 
were  pigs,  and  every  effort  was  made  to  inspect  as  many  of  them 
as  possible.  The  "cottager’s  pig"  is  almost  invariably  healthy, 
and  only  a small  number  of  diseased  organs  were  condemned. 

The  chief  item  of  food  found  to  be  unfit  for  consumption 
was  canned  food,  and  foods  which  are  rationed,  or  for  which 
points  have  to  be  surrendered.  The  list  below  gives  the  total 
amounts  of  food  for  which  condemnation  notes  were  issued. 

Canned  goods. 


Milk . 

. 345 

tins. 

Meat  

m 

Fish . . . 

h 

Vegetables 

it 

Fruit  ............ 

tt 

Jam  

3 

it 

Miscellaneous  .... 

ti 

>» 


• * 
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ether  foods. 


Meat 

1 51 

lbs. 

Bacon 

212 

11 

Cheese 

44 

11 

Dried  fruit. . . 

1 20 

11 

Tomatoes 

76 

it 

Sugar 

10 

11 

Potatoes 5 

tons 

9 cwt. 

Rolled  Oats  and 

Oatmeal. . 

1 ton  6 cwt. 

Eggs 

50 

Beef  Extract. . . . 

30 

cartons 

Recomposition) 

and  bone  taint) 


contaminated  by  vermin) 
decomposition) 

(mouldy) 

(decomposition) 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


Apart  from  a small  number  of  isolated  properties  which 
depend  upon  wells  for  their  supply,  the  water  supplied  to  the 
Borough  is  a constant  supply  of  high  quality.  I give  below 
a typical  analysis. 


Bacteriological  Examination. 


BACTERIA.  Colonies  per  ml. 
Nutrient  Agar  at  20°C.3  days  6 
" " " 37°C.1  day  0 

" " " 37°C. 2 days  *5 


COLIPORM  BACTERIA. 
Presumptive  Test  - Absent. 
Differential  Tests  - " 


Physical  Characters. 

COLOUR  (Burgess)  3mm.  TASTE 

TURBIDITY. .. Trace  susp. matter.  ODOUR 

pH 6.7- 


Normal 

Nil 


Chemical  Analysis  (expressed  in  Parts  per  100,000). 


Free  CO2  

Alkalinity  (CaCOz) 

Chlorides  (Cl) 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  

Oxidised  Nitrogen  

Oxygen  absbd.  (3  hrs.at  27° 

Temporary  Hardness  

Permanent  Hardness  

Total  Hardness.  

Total  Solids  (dried  at 

180°C). 


po4 


3.0 

6.4 

J 2,8 
Trace 

Vrace 

0.24 
C)  .012 
5.9 
3.8 
9.7 

"18.7 

Nil 


Silica ( SiOo ) . . . . 

Calcium (Ca; 

Magnesium  (Mg)., 

Sodium  (Na) 

Carbonate  (CO3). 
Sulphate  (SO^J.. 

Iron  (Fe ) . 

Manganese  (Mn).. 

Zinc  (Zn) 

Poisonous  Metals 
Free  ,Cl(p.p.m. ) . 


1.1 

3.45 

.38 

1 .66  (by  diff) 
3.84 
2.48 
0.004 
Nil 


Nil 


Hardness  calculated  from  calcium  and  magnesium  - 10.2 


PREVALENCE  OF.  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 


No  t iff * at  :<  on  s of 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Rates  re  r '7,000 

Civilian  Population. 

England  and  Wales. 

Halesowen. 

Typhoid. 

• • tf  •' 

— 

Paratvphoid 

• tf 

- 

Scarlet  Fever... 

• © e • 

2.25 

Whoop i ng  C ough . . 

• # • • 

2.87 

Diphtheria. 

• • • # 

1.3 

Erysipelas 

t • • e 

0.35 

Measles 

• • 3 © 

8e  86 

Pneumonia. 

• • • • 

1.43 

Death  Rate  per  1 

,000  Civilian  Population. 

England  and 

Wales. 

Halesowen. 

Influenza 

• • o • 

0.22 

Smallpox. 

No  case  occurred,  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 
Diphtheria. 


During  the  year  48  patients  were  notified  as  suffering  from 
Diphtheria,  and  of  these,  one  was  a case  of  tonsillitis,  and 
two  were  Diphtheria  carriers.  Eight  of  the  48  notified  were 
immunised  children,  2 of  them  being  carriers,  and  the  other 
6 being  clinical  cases  who  all  made  a satisfactory  recovery.- 

The  maximum  age  of  the  13  males  who  contracted  Diphtheria 
was  1 8-g-  years.  Of  the  32  females,  7 were  over  21  years. 

The  two  deaths  from  Diphtheria  were  both  non- immunised 
children.  One  of  these  deaths  occurred  outside  the  district. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

During  the  year  655  children  under  5 years  of  ,a ge  were 
immunised,  and  736  children  between  5 and  15  years.  At  31st 
December,  1943?  the  percentages  of  the  child  population  immunised 
were  as  follows 

children  under  5 years  56.6% 

children  between  5 and  15 86.8^0 

While  the  Ministry  of  Health  Campaign  for  Immunisation  against 
Diphtheria  provided  the  background  of  central  publicity,  our 
intensive  local  campaign  gave  times  and  dates  of  the  three 
clinics,  as  follows, - 

Tenter  Street  First  Aid  Post...... 1st  Wed.  each  month 

2.15  p.m.-  3*45  p.m. 

Cradley  Infant  Welfare  Centre 2nd  Fri.  each  month 

2.0  p.m.  - 4.0p.m. 

Hill  Top  School  Clinic,  Long  Lane........  3rd  Wed.  each  month 

10.0  a.m.-  12  noon, 

by  advertisements  in  three  local  newspapers,  showing  slides  and 
posters  in  4 cinemas,  the  use  of  many  posters  in  other  prominent 
places  in  the  district,  and  by  touring  the  Borough  with  a 
broadcasting  van.  In  addition,  advantage  was  taken  of  the 
material  supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Information,  and  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education,  including  Health  Visitors1  Cards 
and  Birthday  Cards. 


The 

energetic 

co-operation  of 

Dr. 

Bulmer, 

and  the  three  County 

Health 

Visitors  was  invaluable, 

and 

the  steady  increase 

in  the 

percentage  of  the 

immunised  children 

under  5 

years  was 

largely 

due  to 

their  help 

• 

Table  Showing 

Incidence 

and 

Severity  of  Diphtheria. 

Tear. 

Total  Deaths. 

Mortality  Immunised  1 

Children 

Percentage 

Cases. 

Rate. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Immunised. 

(under 

i5T 

(under  15) 

1935 

30 

2 

60  66 

— 

1936 

30 

3 

10.0 

— 

- 

1937 

15 

3 

20,0 

— 

- 

1938 

12 

1 

8.33 

— 

— 

1939 

11 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1940 

10 

1 

10.0 

— 

19V 

37 

1 

2.7 

1 

— 

21.49 

1942 

30 

1 

3.33 

5 

- 

65.9 

1943 

45 

2 

3.33 

8 

- 

76.17 

- 

-I  "t 

‘ ' 

. 


.• 


. 


* » 

\ 


' 


- 


‘ 


fei 

o 

i-3 

R 

;Tl 

R 

6 


tr1 

trJ 


O 

H 

GO 

!?d 

ic' 

oo 

W 

oo 


o 

c 

H 


!2i 

Q 

t-3 

M 


VO 
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Scarlet  Fever. 


There  were  84  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  compared  with  7&  for  1942,, 
and  110  for  1941. 

There  was  one  adult  death,  hut  the  majority  of  the  cases  were 
of  a mild  type. 

Erysipelas. 

13  cases  occurred  during  the  year,  3 less  than  the  previous 
year. 

Pneumonia. 

53  cases  of  pneumonia  of  all  forms,  resulting  in  19  deaths, 
were  reported  during  the  year.  Of  these  deaths,  14  were 
females,  and  only  5 were  males. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

4 cases  were  reported  during  the  year  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  5 fewer  than  in  1942.  / 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoids. 

No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Acute  Infantile  Paralysis. 

No  case  occurred  during  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough. 

106  cases  were  notified  with  2 deaths. 

Measles. 

327  cases  were  notified,  and  were  distributed  as  followss- 


North 

Ward  ... 

...  60 

South 

Ward  . . . 

...  65 

East 

Ward  • • . 

...  34 

West 

Ward  • . . 

...115 

Central  Ward.. 

...53 

327. 
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Tuberculosis. 


48  cases  were  notified  during  the  year-*  41  being  cases 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  7 non— pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  notified  during  1943* 


Age 

37-iods , 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

■Pulmonary. 

Males 

. Females. 

Males. 

Female 

0-3 

years 

1 

— 

3 

5 -10 

11 

— 

— 

1 

1 

10-15 

it 

2 

1 

- 

- 

15-20 

ti 

4 

4 

- 

- 

20-25 

11 

2 

2 

— 

t 

25-30 

11 

- 

3 

- 

- 

30-35 

11 

2 

4 

- 

35-40 

ti 

3 

1 

— 

- 

40-45 

11 

2 

- 

- 

45-50 

11 

2 

— 

- 

- 

50-55 

11 

1 

— 

- 

- 

55-60 

11 

2 

1 

— 

- 

60-65 

11 

2 

— 

— 

- 

65  years  and 

over.  2 

- 

. r*... 

1 

. 

22. 

1 . 

6. 

Oases  of 

Tuberculosis  on 

Register 

at  end  of  1943* 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

Males.  Females.  Males.  Females. 

72  66  10  24 

Number  of  Gases  of  Tuberculosis 

notified  during  the  last  fe  years. 

Notified  Gases  of  Tuberculosis  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 


Year. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

1943 

41 

7 

15 

2 

I 942 

22 

15 

1 6 

2 

1541 

37 

9 

19 

2 

1940 

26 

10 

17 

4 

1939 

25 

4 

13 

1 

1938 

26 

11 

8 

— 
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Bacilli ary  Dysentery. 

Ore  isolated  case  of  Bacilliary  Dysentery, (Flexner  type) 
was  notified  during  the  year,  and  treated  at  the  North 
Worcestershire  Joint  Isolation  Hospital.  He  recovered. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

One  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Influenza. 

Influenza  was  widespread  here  towards  the  end  of  1943* 

During  the  year  there  were  5 deaths  certified  as  due  to 
influenza,  the  average  age  being  67,  so  that  it  would  appear, 
that  although  it  was  extremely  inconvenient  and  unpleasant 
to  all  affected,  the  main  danger  was  to  older  people. 

Venereal  Diseases  Pro? Uganda, 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council,  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education  showed  some  V.D.  and  Health  Films 
in  the  Borough.  By  kind,  permission  of  the  management,  these 
films  were  shown  in  eight  works,  and  two  shows  were  thrown  open 
to  the  general  public  by  arranging  sessions  at  the  First  Aid 
Posts.  Numerous  circulars  were  distributed  throughout  the 
area. 

Scabies. 

Cases  treated  between  1st  January  and  31st  December, 

1943T 

Date.  Cases.  Families.  Treatment s.  Cured.  Continuing 

t reatment  31  • 1 2 . 43 


1st  Jan, 
to  31  st  Mar. 

104 

55 

379 

104 

1 st  Apr, 
to  30th  June. 

72 

49 

293 

72 

1st  July 
to  30th  Sep. 

31 

21 

160 

31 

1st  Oct. 
to  31-st  Dec. 

63 

33 

216 

54 

9 

270 

y?,  ■ 

J 

1 ,048 

261 

9 

The  nine 

oustanding  cases 

from  three 

families  have 

since  been 

cured  with  an 

extra  53 

baths. 

Continued. 
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Scabies  continued 


The  scabies  cases  treated  were  distributed  as 


follows:  - 

Cradley  ...  . 46. 

Halesowen. . ...  . ,.l60. 


Hill  & Cakemore  ...  64. 


270. 


The  number  of  scabies  cases  treated  shows  an 
increase  of  83  over  the  previous  year.  I doubt  whether  there 
has  been  an  actual  increase  this  year  in  the  incidence  of 
scabies,  as  the  higher  figure  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  the  facilities  provided  are  better  known  amongst  the  adult 
population.  The  local  medical  practitioners  refer  many  of 
their  cases  to  us. 

Prior  to  the  Autumn  of  1 941 , scabies  was  extremely 
rare  amongst  the  school  population  in  this  district.  There  has 
been  an  increased  incidence  since,  but  it  has  been  kept  well 
under  control  by  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Local  Authority. 

1 wish  to  thank  Nutse  Robson  of  the  County  Staff, 
who  has  very  kindly  done  all  the  treatments  at  Cradley,  in 
addition  to  a considerable  number  of  home  visits,  Nurse  O’drady 
of  the  County  Staff,  and  the  volunteers  who  help  with  the 
Scabies  Clinics  at  Hill  & Cakemore  and  Halesowen. 


Mobile  G-as  Cleansing  Units  in  the  Hop-fields. 

As  last  year,  at  the  request  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  two  Mobile  Cas  Cleansing  Units  manned  by  volunteer 
members  of  the  Halesowen  Civil  Defence  Services  went  to  the 
hop-fields  in  September. 

The  two  teams,  between  them,  gave  hot  spray  baths 
to  a total  number  of  342  persons,  consisting  of  babies, 
children,  and  adults. 

Miss  Marshall  Meade,  the  County  Health  Visitor, 
supervised  treatment  for  Scabies  and  verminous  heads. 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Council  House, 
HALESOWEN. 


November,  1944* 


To  vbe  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses 
of  che  Borough  of  Halesowen. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Harrison  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  thirteenth  annual 
report  of  the  work  of  my  Department. 

In  common  with  most  other  authorities,  I have  to 
record  increasing  difficulties,  particularly  as  regards 
staff.  Indeed,  the  year  under  review  ended  with  my  being 
the  only  permanent  officer  in  the  Sanitary  and  Cleansing 
Section.  By  arrangement  with  the  Birmingham  Public  Health 
Department  and  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Mr.  Archer  was 
enabled  to  join  the  Department  on  loan,  but  in  October 
Mr.  Hill  left  to  join  the  Royal  Air  Force. 

Work  in  the  cleansing  and  salvage  section  has  again 
been  well  maintained  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  average 
age  of  the  employees  is  well  above  that  for  which  the  type 
of  work  calls. 

Once  again  I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  for  the 
help  and  interest  of  the  Chairman  and  Committee,  and  for 
the  co-operation  and  help  of  my  staff  and  workpeople. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


ERNEST  LEA, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


I 


Housing . 


Owing  to  the  continued  difficulty  with  regard  to  the 
supply  of  materials  and  labour , most  of  the  work  carried  out 
on  houses  was  in  connection  with  matters  coming  within  the 
general  category  of  nuisances.  It  is  felt,  however,  that 
the  fine  is  rapidly  approaching  when  more  extensive  repairs 
will  have  to  be  called  for  in  order  to  prevent  serious 
deterioration  of  property.  The  various  Ministries  have 
recognised  this  fact,  and  it  is  becoming  somewhat  easier 
to  arrange  for  the  execution  of  essential  housing  work  than 
was  the  case  a year  ago. 

Dry  Rot. 

The  necessity  for  persons  undertaking  repairs  to  secure 
a supporting  letter  from  the  Department  before  a licence  is 
granted  to  acquire  timber,  has  involved  a considerable  amount 
of  work  and  has  brought  to  light  a large  number  of  cases  of 
dry  rot,  many  in  houses  of  recent  construction.  The  following 
features  are  almost  invariably  present  :- 

(1 ) There  is  no  site  concrete. 

(2)  The  hall  floor  is  nearly  always  affected. 

(3)  Sub-floor  ventilation  is  poor. 

(4)  Floor-coverings,  usually  well  fastened  down, 

are  in  use. 

(5)  One  or  more  of  the  floors  is  solid,  thus  impeding 

sub-floor  ventilation. 

Full  advice  is  given  as  to  the  correct  methods  for  the 
eradication  of  the  trouble. 

Vermin. . 

Several  houses  have  been  treated  for  the  eradication  of 
bugs.  The  method  used  is-  to  spray  with  a proprietary 
insecticide  in  accordance  with  the  maker's  instructions,  and 
good  results  have  been  obtained. 

Cockroaches  are  present  in  some  parts  of  the  district 
and  present  a serious  problem,  in  that  efficient  insecticides 
are  in  short  supply.  Furthermore,  their  presence  in  large 
numbers  can  often  be  dealt  with  only  by  carrying  out  structural 
alterations  and  repairs. 

The  question  of  vermin  eradication  from  houses  is  one 
which,  in  my  opinion,  will  necessitate  a great  deal  of  attention 
as  soon  as  the  supply  of  materials  and  labour  is  available. 
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Rodent  Control . 


Cases  of  rat  infestation  tended  to  increase  with  the 
number  of  householders  keeping  pigs  and  poultry,  particularly 
the  latter.  The  majority  of  such  infestations  could  be 
entirely  prevented  if  prospective  poultry-keepers  would 
construct  their  fowl-houses  so  that  they  are  at  least  12"  to 
1 8U  above  ground  level,  and  so  that  ready  access  can  be  had 
t o the  unde  r si d e . 


Refuse  Removal  and  Salvage  Collection . 

Frequency  of  collection  both  of  refuse  and  salvage  has 
been  well  maintained  in  spite  of  staffing  difficulties. 

A factor  which  has  tended  to  slow  up  collection  is  the 
fact  that  property  owners  are  showing  increasing  reluctance  in 
replacing  worn-out  dustbins.  This  eventually  necessitates  the 
sending  of  letters,  service  of  notices,  inspections  and 
re-inspections  and  adds  considerably  to  the  work  of  the 
department.  I have  a great  deal  of  sympathy  with  the  property 
owners  in  this  matter,  as  I consider  that  the  standard  dustbin 
at  present  available  is  far  too  fragile.  It  quickly  rusts, 
does  not  stand  handling,  and  is  altogether  poor  value.  None 
the  less,  property  owners  must  realise  that  unless  worn-out 
bins  are  replaced  the  whole  service  of  collection  is 
eventually  slowed  up  and  rendered  less  efficient. 


Atmospheric  Pollution . 

Specific  complaints  have  been  dealt  with,  but  for 
security  reasons  no  details  of  this  work  are  given  in  the 
report. 


Petroleum  Acts . 

At  the  end  of  1943  there  were  7 8 licences  in  force 
authorising  the  storage  of  .250?  000  gallons  of  petrol  and  5 
licences  authorising  the  storage  of  150,000  lbs.  of  calcium 
carbide. 
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Ambulance  Service . 


The  ambulance  service  functioned  satisfactorily  during 
the  year.  The  value  can  be  gauged  by  the  fact  that  3 >283 
cases  were  conveyed  to  or  from  hospital  and  assistance  given 
in  conveying  106  accident  cases  to  home  or  hospital. 

Altogether,  the  ambulances  travelled  approximately  23 >361 
miles. 


STATISTICAL  DATA. 


Salvage  Statement. 


Material.  Amount  salvaged.  Value. 


Tons,  i 

cvt  s. 

qrs. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Waste  paper  

204 

6 . 

1 . 

1 ,302. 

14. 

3b 

Pig  food  

228. 

16. 

3. 

710. 

5. 

11  b 
1*. 

Scrap  metal  

188. 

0. 

1 . 

470. 

7. 

Rags 

25. 

14. 

0. 

310. 

13. 

6 . 

Bottles  and  jars  

26. 

6. 

0. 

1 26 . 

10. 

3. 

Rubber  

6 . 

1 * 

0. 

12. 

16. 

1 . 

Bones  

3- 

7* 

2. 

12. 

2. 

9. 

Total  - 

682. 

11 . 

3. 

£2,945. 

9. 

1 1 i- 

Public  Cleansing  Costs. 

Collection. 

Gross  expenditure... 

£. 

5,316. 

s. 

6. 

d. 

11. 

Gross  income 

— 

— 

— 

Nett  expenditure. . . . 

5,316. 

6. 

11. 

Nett  cost  per  i ,000 

houses 

470. 

8 • 

0. 

Nett  cost  per  1 ,000 

people 

139. 

18. 

0. 

Disposal . 

Including  Salvage. 

Gross  expenditure 

Gross  income 

Excess  income 


2,330,  10,  10, 
2,955.  0.  7 

621.  9.  9 
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Total  Costs 

£ 

s 

d 

Gross  expenditure,.. 

17 

9 

Gross  income 

0. 

7. 

Nett  expenditure..., 

..4,691. 

17. 

2 

Nett  cost  per  1,000 

houses. 

..  415. 

3. 

0. 

Nett  cost  per  1,000 

people . 

..  123. 

9. 

0 

